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   Te Whariki – EC curriculum 

 

 

“Children’s learning and development are fostered if the 

well-being of their family and community is 

supported; 

if their family, culture, knowledge and 

community are respected; 

and if there is a strong connection and consistency 

among  

all the aspects of the child’s world.” (p.42) 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Bronfenbrenner’s ecology of human 
development acknowledges the child’s 
learning environment extends beyond the 
home.  Micro-system, meso-system, exo-
system and macro-system. 

 

 



 
  

Current research: 

 

“Accessing families’ unique insights and 
perspectives about their children ensures that 
teachers’ interpretations and inferences about 

learning are trustworthy, sound and fair (Carr, 2001; Carr 
& Lee, 2012).”  

 

    Cooper, 2014. 

 



Thinking about assessment as nested within the 
curriculum: the child’s voice 
(Carr, May & Podmore, 2000) 

 

 

• Contribution 

• Is the place fair 
for us? 

• Exploration 

• Do you let 
me fly? 

• Belonging 

• Do you know 
me? 

 
• Communication 

•      Do you hear          
m            me? 
 

• Wellbeing 

• Can I trust 
you? 

Empowerment Relationship 

Holistic 
Development 

Family and 
Community 



 

Te Whariki (NZ ECE curriculum)  

 
The core focus is on relationships with …. 

   ‘people, places and things’. 
 

(p.14) 

 



“On-going discussion about children’s learning with families of 
pre-verbal infants and toddlers is especially important, given 
that these families speak on their children’s behalf. The nature 
of families’ involvement in assessment may however depend on 
teachers’ values and beliefs about learning, teaching and 
assessment, and on how well teachers make families aware of 
potential benefits from their involvement. 
  

 

Cooper, 2014. 



• Parent relationships are central to quality:  
 child/teacher/researcher voices 

 

• Documenting learning – why?  
 e.g. Learning stories in practice – Communication literacies 
http://www.elp.co.nz/learning_stories.cfm 
 
• CBK research (Duncan, et al, 2013)  

• How does active adult participation in early childhood education enhance positive 
outcomes for children and their whanau? 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe_B0BS7LBU  
 

• CORE-Ed Professional development:  Mathematics through 
Manaakitanga - ECE Online Bluff Kindergarten, 2013. 

http://eceonline.core-ed.org/groupcms/view/103874/mathematics-
through-manaakitanga 
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